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the Treasury Bench, and, independently of all other
results of this practice, the mere time consumed by
the multitude, of questions and replies is beginning
to encroach very seriously on the time available for
legislation. A singularly small number of these
questions appear to have their origin in the interest
which a member of the House of Commons may
legitimately feel in foreign and domestic policy.
Some, no doubt, spring from, innocent curiosity;
some from pardonable vanity ; but not a few are
deliberately intended to work public mischief. It is a
minor objection, that the number of questions which
are flagrantly argumentative is manifestly increasing.
All legislative proposals which have any serious
chance of becoming law, proceed in the United States
from Committees of the Senate or of the House of
Eepresentatives. "Where are we to place the birth of
an English legislative measure ? He who will give
his mind to this question will find it one of the
obscurest which ever perplexed the political observer.
Some Bills undoubtedly have their origin in the
Executive Departments, where the vices of existing
laws or systems have been disclosed in the process of
actual administration. Others may be said to be
conceived in the House of Commons, having for their
embryo either the Report of a Committee of the
House or of a resolution passed by it which, according
to a modern practice, suggested no doubt by the dif-